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2018-2019 SDMS 6th Grade Band Information 

 
INSTRUMENT SELECTED: __________________________ 

 
Greetings, and welcome to the South Davie Band! We are excited that your student has decided to join our program. Being in the 
band is one of the most rewarding opportunities that a person can experience. Now that we have confirmed the instrument that 
they will be playing, it is time to get the student the necessary materials. 
 
Instrument 
An instrument should be rented from an establishment that offers what our program requests. MUSIC & ARTS rents and sells 
quality instruments, does excellent and quick repair work, and they do a great job supplying our program’s specific needs. Also, 
COUNTERPOINT here in downtown is an affiliate of MUSIC & ARTS, and they can help you with your instrument and supply 
needs. 
 
Renting is the best option for many reasons, but one of the major benefits of renting is that a maintenance and repair fee is 
included in your monthly rental payment. This will be beneficial as an instrument in the hands of a middle school student is very 
likely to need repair work. If you buy, you will not have that M&R included and will have to pay for that repair out of pocket.  
 
Also, in the event your child would like to switch to other color instruments such as bass clarinet, bassoon, French horn, oboe, 
saxophone, baritone, or tuba, it will be easier to trade out or return instruments that are being rented.  
 
It is not recommended that you buy instruments where you can buy toilet paper, tires, and motor oil, online for $99, or one 
advertised as, “Director approved.” Many of these are of low quality, and will present many issues to the beginning band student. 
Always contact the band director before purchasing an instrument from a place other than MUSIC & ARTS. 
 
Below are our bands list of recommended instrument brands: 
 

Flutes 
Yamaha* 
Jupiter 
Armstrong 
Gemeinhardt 
Bundy 
 
 

Clarinets 
Yamaha* 
Buffet 
Bundy/Selmer 
Jupiter 
Vito 
 
 

Trumpets 
Yamaha* 
King 
Jupiter 
Bach 
Conn 
 
 

Trombones  
Yamaha* 
King 
Jupiter 
Bach 
Conn 
Holton 

*Our most recommended instrument brand is Yamaha, but any one of these brands listed would be ok. 
 
Percussionist will need a bell kit, not a snare combo. This kit needs to contain a bell set, a percussion pad, and a stand. Students 
will also need to purchase a mallet/stick bag through the school for $80. They must have these items in order to be a 
percussionist.    
 
If your family already has an instrument, and it is one that we have determined will work for your child, you are more than 
welcome to use it. Bring it in for the band director to look over. If the instrument is a recommended brand, it would then be 
necessary to get it serviced. MUSIC & ARTS does great repair work.  
 
If you have financial hardships, contact the band director and we will do our best to find a way for your child to play in the band. 
 
Required Materials To Obtain Before School Starts 
1.) Instrument (Arrange the rental ASAP, but instruments are not needed in class until Wednesday, September 12th) 
2.) A method book – Standard of Excellence, Book 1, “Red Book”  
3.) A black, 1 inch three-ring binder (This is an excellent size. Heavy-duty quality highly suggested.) 
4.) A pencil that must be in band class at ALL TIMES! 
5.) Clear sheet protectors.  
 
Optional But Highly Recommended  
1.) Cleaning Kit/Care Items– valve oil (Blue Juice/Al Cass), tuning slide grease, Slide-o-Mix and water bottle (trombones), 
woodwind swabs (should be replaced every few months), polishing cloth, mouthpiece brush (keeps mouthpiece gunk free!) 
2.) Folding music stand for home practice.  
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Reeds 
Clarinet players will need to purchase Vandoren reeds ONLY (other reeds should not be used). These reeds are better quality and 
will allow the student to produce a better tone than others, and if treated properly, these reeds will last a lot longer and will save 
you money. Students will always need no less than 3 good reeds at ALL times. Once a reed breaks, another MUST be put into 
use. Broken, chipped, and worn out reeds will not be allowed and will be disposed of. 
 
Concert Dress 
A merchandise form will be sent at the beginning of school. Boys are required to buy a South Davie Band tie, approximately $10, 
which will be worn as part of their concert dress. All students will need to buy a South Davie Band tee shirt, approximately $12, 
and will have the option to buy a band hoodie. Please let us know if financial concerns arise and we will work to make sure each 
child gets what they need.     
 
Kids grow like weeds, but so that you can start to prepare, we have listed our required dress for concerts:   
 
Boys: white, long-sleeve button up dress shirt (no polos or designs), tie (bought through SDMS), black dress pants, black dress 
shoes, black belt, and black socks. Tennis shoes and jeans are not part of our concert dress. Please ensure shirt and pants fit 
properly.   
 
Girls: white top, black dress pants, and black dress shoes. Leggings/jeggings/yoga pants, jeans, and tennis shoes are not part of 
our concert dress.  
 
If obtaining proper concert dress is an issue, please be sure to communicate with the band director at least two weeks prior to the 
concert.  
 
Schedule 
6th grade band starts the first day, and they will have 40 minute classes every day. We will be concentrating on learning the 
basics of music (music theory) to help students become more comfortable when they start to play their instrument 
 
Students in band will have band, PE/Health, Keyboarding, and one (1) other elective choice each quarter or semester. 
 
Grading 
Band is a regular-curriculum class, and it will receive a grade just like math and science classes. Students will earn their grades 
from pass-offs, practice grades, materials grades, and participation at concerts. The amount of success experienced will be 
directly related to how much work your student puts into their instrument outside of class! 
 
Required Concerts 
6th grade students will have two required concerts; one in December and one in May. Our concerts are MANDATORY and a large 
portion of a student’s grade for that quarter will come from these concerts.   
 
Communication & Email 
We cannot stress the importance of communication. As with every organization, its success comes from supportive, engaged 
members that effectively communicate. We do our part to keep everyone informed of all of the band happenings mainly through 
email, so it is important that we have a working email address on file. If a need arises, those that do not communicate cannot be 
helped, and we want to make sure we take care of all of our members.               
 
Our most up-to-date calendar can be found on the band website. Please refer to it, the website, and emailed announcements 
(stored on the website on the Band Emails tab) when looking for deadlines and answer to questions.  
 
We also have a Facebook page, South Davie Middle School Band, and an Instagram, South Davie Band Official. We encourage 
you and your student to search for us and like that page. Additionally, we utilize a text-messaging feature that will be detailed in 
our handbook.    
 
Handbook & Calendar 
There will be a handbook that further details our objectives and procedures. This will be covered at the beginning of school, and 
there will be a contract sent home that must be filled out, signed and returned! We will also send out a paper copy of our 
calendar, and the most up-to-date calendar can be found on the band website.     
 
We are excited to have your student in the South Davie band, and we look forward to working with you and your student! Feel 
free to contact us if you ever have any questions. Again, welcome to the SD Band Family, and thank you for your support of the SD 
Bands! 
 
Justin McCrary



“Greatness was a choice.  Now, it is an expectation.” 

 


